International Journal for Housing Science and Its Applications IIHSA
Publish August 10, 2025. Volume 46, Issue 4 Pages 2829-2839

https.//doi.org/10.70517/ijhsa464235

Analysis of the Role of Literature Courses in Higher
Vocational Colleges in Enhancing Students' Comprehensive
Professional Abilities and Professional Ethics

Yu Gao'?*

"School of Preschool Education, Fuyang Institute of Technology, Fuyang, Anhui, 236031, China
2Lyceum of the Philippines University-Batangas, Philippines

Corresponding authors: (e-mail: g_fly2025@163.com).

Abstract With the rapid development of vocational education and the economy, higher vocational colleges have
elevated their talent cultivation objectives to new heights and standards, placing increasing emphasis on the
development of students' comprehensive vocational competencies and professional ethics. This paper explores the
role of literature course development in higher vocational colleges in enhancing students' comprehensive
professional competencies and occupational ethics. Through literature review, the study provides a solid theoretical
foundation and empirical basis. Questionnaires targeting students' comprehensive professional competencies and
occupational ethics levels were developed and administered. The study used 80 students from the 2024 cohort at
A Higher Vocational College in Zhongshan City, Guangdong Province, China, as the experimental sample. Action
research and comparative experimental methods were employed to establish experimental and control groups, with
teaching experiments conducted accordingly. Using the independent samples t-test to analyze the experimental
results, the experimental class students who took the literature course achieved an average comprehensive
vocational competence score of 80.67, which was 21.44 points higher than the control class, showing a significant
difference (P=0.02<0.05). The average professional ethics evaluation score was 8.94 points higher than the control
class, indicating a notable improvement in students' professional ethics.

Index Terms literature courses, comprehensive vocational competence, vocational ethics, independent samples t-
test

. Introduction

The primary objective of higher vocational colleges is to cultivate applied professional and technical talent. As
educational reforms continue to deepen, higher vocational colleges have begun to shift their focus to ensure that
graduates possess strong social adaptability. While continuing to emphasize the development of professional skills,
institutions are now prioritizing the comprehensive development of students, with a particular emphasis on
enhancing their overall quality and avoiding an exclusive focus on theoretical knowledge [1]-[4]. The understanding
of “ability” among vocational colleges has also evolved from a narrow focus on job-specific skills to a broader
interpretation emphasizing “people-centered” and “comprehensive occupational abilities” [5]. Vocational education
must have a clear orientation, emphasizing competency-based education and prioritizing the cultivation of practical
skills. This ensures that vocational students not only possess basic scientific and cultural knowledge and
professional foundational knowledge but also master fundamental professional skills and operational capabilities.
Additionally, they develop comprehensive vocational competencies such as adaptability to job changes, problem-
solving ability, communication skills, judgment, and innovative spirit [6]-[9].

Additionally, individuals with low quality and high skills or low quality and low skills will inevitably face severe
challenges and may also have negative impacts on society. Many of the negative incidents occurring in enterprises
today are largely attributed to the lack of effective vocational ethics education within campuses [10]-[12].
Professional ethics are an essential basic quality for practitioners. Vocational education in higher vocational colleges
is not only about equipping students with certain vocational skills but must also strengthen professional ethics
education to promote the integration of vocational skills and professional ethics [13]. Therefore, higher vocational
colleges place great importance on enhancing students' comprehensive vocational abilities and professional ethics.

Literature courses serve as an important prerequisite and foundation for other courses in vocational education
and are a key component of the vocational education curriculum system. They encompass outstanding literary
works that convey positive knowledge to students, guiding them to develop correct worldviews, values, and
perspectives. This facilitates the improvement of students' communication and comprehension skills during the
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learning process, enabling them to make independent judgments and decisions in their work, thereby enhancing
their overall capabilities [14]. Brokerhof et al. [15] explored the role of business theory courses based on world
literature in fostering students' moral character, using literary narratives to promote personal moral development.
Du [16] pointed out that current vocational education should introduce cultural literacy education courses to enhance
students' cultural literacy, thereby improving their social adaptability and interpersonal communication skills. Wang
[17] developed a humanities literacy scale and an employment ability scale for research purposes, finding a
significant positive correlation between students' humanities literacy and employment ability. Vinokurova and
Tabachnikova [18] noted that students' preferences for literary works in a literary education context reflect their
cultural background and moral choices in a business environment.

The value of literature courses in vocational colleges is not only reflected in the cultivation of students' humanistic
literacy but also deeply integrated with the practical objectives of vocational education in vocational colleges. To
explore the role of literature courses in vocational colleges in enhancing students' comprehensive vocational abilities
and professional ethics, this paper first extensively reviews relevant theoretical research literature related to this
topic, providing important theoretical foundations and experience. Through the application of action research
methods, literature courses in vocational colleges can be implemented in practice. Taking 80 students from the 2024
cohort at A vocational college in Zhongshan City, Guangdong Province, China, as the experimental subjects, a
comparative experimental method was used to randomly divide the students into an experimental group and a
control group, and teaching experimental activities were conducted. From the perspective of students'
comprehensive professional abilities and professional ethics, questionnaires were designed and surveys were
conducted on the experimental subjects. The questionnaires “Comprehensive Professional Ability Survey
Questionnaire for Vocational College Students” and “Professional Ethics Level Survey for Vocational College
Students” were designed. Before and after the experiment, the questionnaires were distributed to students in the
experimental class and the control class, collected, and the information was integrated to obtain experimental data.
Using the independent samples t-test method, the experimental data results were subjected to Levene's variance
analysis and t-tests to analyze the significance levels of students in the experimental and control groups under
different content conditions. Finally, from the perspective of literature courses in higher vocational colleges,
corresponding strategies to enhance students' comprehensive vocational abilities and professional ethics were
explored to provide support for talent cultivation in higher vocational colleges.

Il. Research Design

Literature courses in higher vocational colleges and universities, through the cultivation of literary literacy and
implicit education, permeate the core dimensions of students' career development, exerting a unique and profound
influence on the cultivation of their comprehensive professional abilities and professional ethics. This paper will
delve into the role of literature courses in higher vocational colleges and universities in enhancing students'
comprehensive professional abilities and professional ethics, and will experimentally validate the effectiveness of
such courses [19].

Il. A.Research Objectives and Hypotheses

To examine the role of literature courses in higher vocational colleges in enhancing students' comprehensive
professional abilities and professional ethics. The hypothesis of the experiment is that literature courses in higher
vocational colleges are more effective in stimulating students' initiative in learning, enhancing the effectiveness of
comprehensive professional ability training, and promoting the improvement of students' professional ethics.

Il. B.Experimental subjects

This study took 80 students from the 2024 class of a higher vocational college in Zhongshan City, Guangdong
Province, China, as the experimental subjects. In order to enhance the objectivity of the experimental subjects, the
selected students had similar learning foundations and levels, meeting the requirements for experimental subjects.
At the same time, in order to make the experimental results more objective, the 80 students were divided into two
classes, an experimental class and a control class, with 40 students in each class.

Il. C.Research Methods

Il. C.1) Literature review method

Areview of relevant domestic and international literature was conducted to investigate the current state and trends
in research on the role of literature courses in higher vocational colleges in enhancing students' comprehensive
professional competencies and professional ethics. For Chinese literature, the search was primarily conducted
through databases such as CNKI and VIP, as well as official websites of the Chinese government and educational

institutions. For foreign literature, the search was primarily conducted through Google Scholar, websites of
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governments and relevant departments in developed countries, and ERIC. By extensively reviewing the theoretical
research literature required for this study, we aim to provide an important theoretical foundation and practical
experience for this research, striving to elevate it to a higher starting point.

Il. C.2) Questionnaire Survey Method
A questionnaire survey was conducted in a targeted manner on the experimental subjects. Two main questionnaires
were used in this study, namely, the “Comprehensive Professional Competence Survey Questionnaire for Vocational
College Students” and the “Professional Ethics Survey for Vocational College Students.” The questionnaire was
designed in accordance with questionnaire design principles and based on the research objectives and needs. After
reviewing a large amount of literature and similar questionnaires, the questionnaire was designed to collect the data
and information needed for the study. The survey was administered on a class-by-class basis, with questionnaires
distributed randomly, completed on-site, and collected immediately after completion.

To ensure the reliability of the survey data, reliability and validity tests were conducted separately for both
questionnaires. The calculated reliability coefficients (R) were 0.885 and 0.874, respectively, with p-values both less
than 0.05, meeting the reliability requirements for the questionnaires.

Il. C.3) Action Research Method

Action research is an exploratory research method that combines teaching practice with small-scale educational
reform. It is mainly based on practical research methods such as case studies to summarize problems in educational
activities. Action research tracks the development of individuals and explores and improves methods that can solve
problems. In this study, the application of action research can be used to implement literature courses in higher
vocational colleges and clarify their role and effectiveness in improving students' comprehensive professional
abilities and professional ethics.

Il. C.4) Comparative experimental method

In this study, 80 students were selected from a higher vocational college in Zhongshan City, Guangdong Province,
China. Through random assignment, an experimental group and a control group were established to conduct a
comparative experiment aimed at practically testing and verifying the role of literature courses in higher vocational
colleges in enhancing students' comprehensive professional competencies and professional ethics. The
experimental group will add and introduce literature courses on top of their existing curriculum, while the control
group will continue with their current curriculum. The experiment will run from March to July 2024, lasting five months.

Il. C. 5) Independent samples t-test method
Since the study is a statistical test, variance analysis and t-tests need to be performed on the experimental data
results. Levene's test of variance is a more lenient test of variance homogeneity, which is used to test whether the
variances of multiple groups of data are equal [20]. It also works well in handling non-normal distributions and
outliers. The statistic 7 is shown in Equation (1):
= =
W:LN(Z—ZI) (1)
MSe r—1

In equation (1), 7 denotes the mean of the converted data population, and 7; denotes the mean of the ;th
group of converted data packets. The t-test is primarily used for small sample sizes and includes three types of
comparisons: between samples and means, between paired data, and between two sample means. The formulas
for these three types should not be confused. The statistical test for independent samples, as shown in Equation
(2) [21]:

X1-X2
(n=1)S} +(n2-1)S; (L+L)
- nl+n2-2 nl n2
In equation (2), x1,x2 represent the sample means of the two samples, nl,n2 represent the sample sizes of

=

(2)

the two samples, and SE.S; represent the sample variances of the two samples.

The significance level is the probability of making an error when estimating the population parameter within a
certain interval, denoted by ¢ . Significance refers to the degree of difference; different degrees indicate that the
cause of the variation may be due to conditional differences or random differences. It is a pre-determined small
probability standard used as a judgment criterion in hypothesis testing. In hypothesis testing, the significance level
is an important parameter because it controls the probabilities of false positives and false negatives. Significance
refers to the probability of rejecting a hypothesis based on the results of a statistical test, where the probability is
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compared to a significance level (e.g., 0.05, 0.01, or 0.001). p> .05 indicates no significant difference,
0.01< P <0.05 indicates a significant difference, and p < (.01 indicates a highly significant difference.

Degrees of freedom are denoted by 4f and refer to the number of variables whose values are unrestricted when
calculating a particular statistic. Degrees of freedom equal the number of independent variables minus the number
of derived variables, as shown in Equation (3):

df =n-k (3)

In equation (3), n represents the sample size, j represents the number of constraints or variables, or the
number of other independent statistics used to calculate a certain statistic. The definition of variance is the sample
minus the mean, i.e., a derivative quantity determined by the sample. Therefore, for n random samples, the
degrees of freedomare N _1.

A two-tailed test is a statistical test method used to determine whether there is a significant difference between
the sample mean and the population mean, or between the sample proportion and the population proportion, without
considering the direction of the difference (positive or negative). When it is impossible to directly judge the relative
magnitude of the two results based on professional knowledge, a two-tailed test is used. When the test is to
determine whether the difference between the sample statistic and the hypothesized parameter is too large,
regardless of whether the difference is positive or negative, the risk is split equally between the right and left sides.

A confidence interval is an interval estimate of the population parameter constructed from the sample statistic. In
statistics, the confidence interval of a probability sample is an interval estimate of a certain population parameter of
that sample. A 95% confidence level means that in multiple samples, 95% of the confidence intervals include the
unknown parameter value, while the remaining 5% do not include the true value. Confidence intervals are related
to factors such as the confidence level and sample size. When the confidence level is fixed, the larger the sample
size, the narrower the confidence interval. Additionally, when the sample size is the same, the higher the confidence
level, the wider the confidence interval.

lll. Analysis of the Role of Literature Courses in Enhancing Students' Comprehensive
Professional Competence

This chapter will analyze the role of literature courses in higher vocational colleges in enhancing students’

comprehensive professional abilities and explore the effectiveness of literature courses in cultivating students'

comprehensive professional abilities.

lll. A. Comparative Analysis of Student Academic Performance

Before and after the experiment, academic achievement tests were conducted on both the experimental class and
the control class. To ensure the accuracy of the experiment, the experimental class and the control class used the
same learning materials, had the same number of training hours, and were taught by the same teachers. The only
difference was whether or not a literature course was offered. The experimental class had a literature course, while
the control class maintained its original curriculum without adding a literature course.

The pre- and post-test scores for the experimental and control groups are detailed in Table 1\. As shown in the
table, in the pre-experiment academic achievement test, the control group's scores were slightly higher than the
experimental group's by 1.8 points. However, after the experiment, the control group's scores were lower than the
experimental group's by 5.88 points. This indicates that after introducing the literature course, the overall academic
achievement scores of the experimental group improved, and their learning initiative was significantly enhanced.

Table 1: Comparison of pre-test and post-test results

Test Class Mean value Standard deviation Standard error of mean
Control class 68.32 6.866 1.329
Pre-test -
Experimental class 66.52 6.522 1.263
Control class 70.48 8.743 1.742
Post-test -
Experimental class 76.36 7.130 1.435

An independent samples t-test was conducted on the pre- and post-test scores of the experimental and control
groups. The test results are shown in Table . In the pre-test, the Levene test indicated that there was no significant
difference in variance between the two groups (F=0.262, Sig.=0.466). Subsequently, an independent samples t-test
was conducted, revealing that the mean difference between the two groups was also not significant, with Sig. (two-
tailed) being 0.355 > 0.05. When testing the difference between the experimental class and the control class in the
post-test, F = 1.458, Sig. (two-tailed) = 0.014 < 0.05, indicating a significant difference between the experimental
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class and the control class. Clearly, after the addition of the literature course at the vocational college, the academic
performance of the experimental class students improved significantly, outperforming the control class.

Table 2: Independent Sample T Test Results

Levene test of .
. . T test of mean equation
variance equation
Test Project Sig 95 % confidence interval
) ) Mean Standard .
F Sig T Df | (bilatera ) . of the difference
difference deviarian — —
I) Upper limit Lower limit
S th 0.3
Uppose the 18 | 0.355 1264 1664 1.979 5.577
Pre- variance is equal. 73
test S th 0.262 0466 0.3 | 17
uppose the . .
_SupP 0.355 1.264 1,664 1.880 5.592
variance is not equal. 73 | 819
S th 2.1 17.
>1PpOse Tne 0.014 5.712 2.131 -10.246 1.264
Post- variance is equal. 28 | 997
test S th 1.458 0.216 2.1 15
uppose the . .
SupP 0.014 5.712 2.131 -10.282 1.568
variance is not equal. 28 | 001

lll. B. Comparative Analysis of Students’' Comprehensive Professional Abilities

This paper will analyze students' comprehensive professional abilities from two horizontal dimensions: professional
abilities and professional literacy. After the experiment, a survey will be conducted to assess the comprehensive
professional ability levels of students in the experimental class and the control class.

lll. B. 1) Comprehensive Professional Competence

A comparative evaluation of the comprehensive vocational competence levels of students in the experimental class
and the control class was conducted, with the results shown in Figure (1. In the figure, Class1 and Class2 represent
the experimental class and the control class, respectively, while A1-A3 correspond to students' comprehensive
vocational ability levels, vocational abilities, and vocational literacy, respectively. As shown in the figure, the
comprehensive vocational ability level of students in the experimental class reached 80.67 points, which was 21.44
points higher than that of the control class, indicating a significant difference (P = 0.02 < 0.05). In the two horizontal
dimensions of vocational ability and vocational literacy within comprehensive vocational ability, the experimental
class students' evaluation scores were also higher than those of the control class, exceeding the control class by
18.23 points and 3.21 points, respectively, with P-values of 0.046 and 0.035, both less than 0.05, indicating
significant differences. After introducing literature courses, the experimental class effectively enhanced students'
communication, expression, and collaboration skills, as well as their ability to transfer and apply knowledge. Through
literature-based scenario simulations, students gained a better understanding of the thinking patterns of different
groups in professional work, resulting in a comprehensive improvement in their overall professional competence.

— Meanline ® Class| ® Class?2
P=0.02 P=0.046 P=0.035
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Al A2 A3

Figure 1: Students ' comprehensive vocational ability
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lll. B.2) Professional Competence

Professional competence can be further broken down into three aspects: professional skills, methodological skills,
and social skills. The differences in professional competence indicators between the experimental class and the
control class are shown in Figure . In the figure, B1-B3 correspond to professional skills, methodological skills,
and social skills, respectively. As can be seen, the mean scores for professional competence, methodological
competence, and social competence among experimental class students were all higher than those of control class
students, with differences of 11.48, 5.99, and 0.76, respectively. Additionally, significant differences were observed
in professional competence and methodological competence (P < 0.05). This indicates that the introduction of
literature courses in higher vocational colleges has led to a certain improvement in students' vocational
competencies. Although the P-value for social skills is less than 0.05 and does not show a significant difference, the
introduction of literature courses has provided experimental class students with more opportunities for language
expression and communication, which still has a certain beneficial effect on the improvement of their social skills.
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Figure 2: Students ' vocational ability

lll. B. 3) Professionalism

Professional competence is also essential, serving as one of the key components of comprehensive professional
ability and a crucial element in enhancing students' overall professional capabilities. Professional competence
primarily encompasses five indicators: curiosity, focus, creativity, self-confidence, and craftsmanship. The specific
analysis and comparison of professional competence indicators between the experimental class and the control
class are illustrated in Figure 3. In the figure, C1 to C5 correspond to curiosity, focus, creativity, self-confidence, and
craftsmanship, respectively. As shown in the figure, the mean scores of experimental class students in all
professional ethics indicators are higher than those of the control class. Except for the craftsmanship indicator,
significant differences (P < 0.05) are observed in the curiosity, focus, creativity, and self-confidence indicators. The
introduction of literature courses in the experimental class has enhanced students' curiosity about the diverse
interpretations of literary works, developed their ability to think from multiple perspectives, improved their
concentration, and fostered their teamwork and communication skills through collaborative discussions in literature
interpretation groups. Additionally, their creativity and confidence in self-expression have been strengthened,
thereby achieving the cultivation and advancement of their professional competencies.
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Figure 3: Students ' professional quality
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In summary, literature courses in higher vocational colleges play a unique and far-reaching positive role in
enhancing students' comprehensive professional abilities and should be given due attention by higher vocational
colleges.

IV. Analysis of the Role of Literature Courses in Enhancing Students’ Professional Ethics
This chapter will focus on the cultivation of students' professional ethics and explore the role of literature courses in
higher vocational colleges in enhancing students' professional ethics.

IV. A. Comprehensive Comparative Analysis of Students' Professional Ethics

In this study, questionnaires on “Survey on the Professional Ethics Level of Vocational College Students” were
distributed to students in the experimental class and the control class before and after the experiment to test
changes in students' professional ethics levels. The specific results of the professional ethics levels of students in
the experimental and control groups before and after the experiment are shown in Table @ As shown in the table,
before the experiment, the mean professional ethics evaluation scores of the experimental and control groups were
similar, with a difference of less than 1 point, indicating a small disparity between the two groups. However, after
the experiment, the mean professional ethics evaluation score of the experimental group was 8.94 points higher
than that of the control group, indicating a significant improvement in students' professional ethics.

Table 3: The professional ethics level before and after the experiment

Time node Class Mean value Standard deviation Standard error of mean
. Control class 70.88 4.596 1.293
Before the experiment -
Experimental class 71.02 3.7468 1.853
. Control class 71.66 7.551 1.942
After the experiment -
Experimental class 80.6 7.737 1.166

An independent samples t-test was conducted to compare the professional ethics levels of students in the
experimental and control groups before and after the experiment. The test results are detailed in Table M\ As shown
in the table, there was no significant difference in the mean values between the experimental and control groups
before the experiment, with Sig. (two-tailed) being 0.355 > 0.05. A post-experiment analysis of differences between
the experimental and control groups revealed a Sig. (two-tailed) of 0.032 < 0.05, indicating a significant difference
between the two groups. This suggests that incorporating literature courses into students' curricula resulted in a
notable improvement in the experimental group's professional ethics, with their levels surpassing those of the control
group, which did not include literature courses.

Table 4: Results of Independent Sample T Test on Students ' Professional Ethics

Levene test of variance )
. T test of mean equation
. . equation
Time node Project -
) Sig Mean Standard
F Sig T Df . ) .
( bilateral ) difference deviarian
Suppose the variance is 0.27 | 84.6
0.355 1.036 1.664
Before the equal. 5 63
. - - 0.464 0.662
experiment Suppose the variance is 0.27 | 844
0.355 1.361 1.664
not equal. 5 52
Suppose the variance is 88.1
1.27 0.032 -0.176 0.165
equal. 85
After the 9
) 1.326 0.041
experiment . . -
Suppose the variance is 88.0
1.27 0.032 -0.176 0.165
not equal. 9 13

IV. B. Comparative Analysis of Five Dimensions of Student Professional Ethics

Students' professional ethics can be specifically divided into five dimensions: professional sense of responsibility,
professional integrity, teamwork ability, service awareness, and sustainable development perspective. The
comparison of the five dimensions of professional ethics between the experimental class and the control class
before the experiment is shown in Figure 4. It can be seen that before the experiment, the mean values of the five

2835



[

Analysis of the Role of Literature Courses in Higher Vocational Colleges in Enhancing Students' Comprehensive Professional Abilities and Professional Etnics

dimensions of professional ethics between the experimental class and the control class were basically the same,
and there was no significant difference (P > 0.05).

P=0.069
Professional responsibility
80

Professional Integrity
P=0.087

Sustainability development
P=0.086

P=0.124
Service consciousness Team Collaboration

Experimental class Control class

Figure 4: Five dimensions of students ' professional ethics before the experiment

At the end of the experiment, the five dimensions of professional ethics of the experimental class and the control
class were compared, as shown in Figure 5. The experimental class was 9.5, 9.6, 11.1 and 8.7 in the dimensions
of professional responsibility, professional integrity, teamwork and service awareness, and the P values were 0.033,
0.026, 0.044 and 0.018, all of which were less than 0.05, showing significant differences, but the mean values of
the two were basically the same in the dimension of sustainable development and did not show significant
differences (P>0.05). Through the establishment of literature courses, the experimental class concretizes the
dimensions of professional ethics such as professional responsibility and professional integrity through literary
works, which is more convincing than the conventional professional ethics theory teaching, can better establish
students' sense of identity with professional ethics, and is of great significance to improving students' professional
ethics.

P=0.033
Professional responsibility
100

90

Professional Integrity
P=0.026

Sustainability development
P=0.074

P=0.018
Service consciousness Team Collaboration

Experimental class Control class

Figure 5: Five dimensions of students ' professional ethics after the experiment
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Overall, the introduction of literature courses in higher vocational colleges has a positive impact on the cultivation
of students' professional ethics. Teachers in higher vocational colleges should attach importance to this and actively
promote the popularization of literature courses on campus.

V. Strategies for Cultivating Comprehensive Professional Competence and Professional
Ethics in Vocational College Students

Based on the analysis above of the role of literature courses in higher vocational colleges in enhancing students'

comprehensive professional abilities and professional ethics, this chapter will explore corresponding strategies to

address the current issues in cultivating students' comprehensive professional abilities and professional ethics in

higher vocational colleges, thereby providing support for talent cultivation in higher vocational colleges.

V. A. Strategies for cultivating students' comprehensive professional abilities
1) Implement a comprehensive view of professional competence and define the objectives of literature courses.

Higher vocational colleges are the main battleground for cultivating high-quality skilled talent. The objectives of
offering literature courses should be approached from two dimensions: the breadth of abilities and the growth of
abilities, laying the foundation for students' long-term development. In terms of the breadth of abilities, higher
vocational colleges should be guided by the comprehensive professional competence perspective, integrating the
cultivation of professional abilities and core abilities, and establishing literature course objectives that integrate
knowledge, skills, and qualities. While emphasizing the growth of students' skills, literature courses should also take
into account the cultivation of students' personalities. In terms of skill development, vocational colleges should
reference the national vocational and technical talent qualification system to construct a career skill development
framework that aligns with talent growth patterns and student cognitive characteristics, progressing from novice to
expert. This framework should serve as the basis for setting literary course objectives.

2) Optimize the path for converting vocational competencies and restructure literary course frameworks.

Vocational colleges and universities should require students to understand production processes from the outset
of their literary course studies, integrating core competencies such as occupational ethics and professional conduct
into the curriculum to enhance students' adaptability. Adopt a modular course model to restructure course
frameworks. In the course structure design phase, vocational colleges should closely monitor industrial
technological changes, flexibly set up modular courses, and aim to enhance the adaptability of vocational education.
Courses should be oriented toward work processes and aligned with the requirements of students' lifelong
sustainable development, with modular courses tailored and adjusted according to different teaching contexts.

V. B. Strategies for cultivating students’ professional ethics
1) Optimize the content and educational environment of literature courses to enhance the effectiveness of vocational
ethics education.

Schools should fully leverage the influence of teachers to reasonably transform students' emotional identification
with course instructors into intrinsic moral character during the learning process of literary courses, thereby
effectively fostering vocational college students' understanding and emphasis on professional ethics. While
receiving guidance in shaping their professional ethics, students should also engage in self-reflection on the
attitudes and qualities they should uphold in their future studies and work, understanding that while diligently honing
their professional skills, they must also prioritize the cultivation of professional ethics and character.

2) Strengthen teacher team building to enhance the pervasive influence of vocational ethics education.

Due to differences in teachers' subjective interpretations, practical experience, and disciplinary backgrounds,
issues in literature course teaching practices include both individual and widespread problems. Therefore, it is
essential to pool collective wisdom and strength to analyze issues and their root causes. Strengthen research and
exchange among literature course instructors, regularly organize theoretical learning sessions, and enhance
teacher team building from ideological and theoretical perspectives.

VI. Conclusion
This study used 80 students from the 2024 cohort at a higher vocational college in Zhongshan City, Guangdong
Province, China, as the experimental subjects. Through random allocation of students, experimental and control
groups were established to conduct a teaching experiment on literature courses at higher vocational colleges.
Surveys were distributed before and after the experiment to collect student data and conduct in-depth analysis.

In analyzing the role of literature courses in enhancing students' comprehensive vocational competencies, the
academic achievement test scores of students in the control group were 5.88 points lower than those in the
experimental group after the experiment. The overall academic performance of students in the experimental group
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improved, and their proactive learning attitudes showed a significant increase. The comprehensive vocational
competence level of the experimental class students reached 80.67 points, which was 21.44 points higher than that
of the control class, showing a significant difference (P=0.02<0.05). Significant differences were also observed in
the two horizontal dimensions of vocational competence and vocational literacy within comprehensive vocational
competence (P<0.05). In the professional competence dimension, the mean scores for professional competence,
methodological competence, and social competence of students in the experimental class were 11.48, 5.99, and
0.76 points higher than those of the control class, respectively, and significant differences were observed in both
professional competence and methodological competence (P < 0.05). In the professional ethics dimension, the
experimental class students' mean scores for all professional ethics indicators were higher than those of the control
class, and significant differences were observed between the two classes in the indicators of curiosity, concentration,
creativity, and self-confidence (P < 0.05).

An analysis of the role of literature courses in enhancing professional ethics in higher vocational colleges revealed
that the mean scores for professional ethics evaluations were similar between the experimental and control classes
before the experiment, with minimal differences. After the experiment, the mean score for professional ethics in the
experimental class was 8.94 points higher than that of the control class, indicating a significant improvement in
students' professional ethics (P=xxx<0.05). Further analysis of the five dimensions of professional ethics revealed
that before the experiment, the mean scores for the five dimensions of professional ethics were similar between the
experimental and control classes, with no significant differences (P>0.05). After the experiment, the experimental
class's average scores in the dimensions of international perspective, professional competence, professional
knowledge, and national sentiment were 9.5, 9.6, 11.1, and 8.7 points higher than the control class, respectively,
showing significant differences (P<0.05). However, no significant differences were observed in the dimension of
sustainable development perspective (P>0.05).

Overall, literature courses in higher vocational colleges play a positive role in enhancing students' comprehensive
professional abilities and professional ethics, and should be given due attention by teachers in higher vocational
colleges. Finally, from the perspective of literature course development, strategies for cultivating students'
comprehensive professional abilities and professional ethics in higher vocational colleges are proposed. In terms
of cultivating students' comprehensive professional abilities, it is necessary to clarify the objectives of literature
courses and optimize their structure. In terms of shaping students' professional ethics, it is essential to enhance the
targeted nature of professional ethics education in literature courses and strengthen teacher development.
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