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Abstract The development and update iteration of technology provide new possibilities for the integration of
embedded systems and digital media. In this paper, on the overall design of the convergence hardware, we
propose a hardware framework for embedded multimedia player composed of three main parts: hardware system,
embedded real-time operating system and application program. And the basic programming model of computing
based on service body-execution flow is used to accelerate the data transfer and cooperative work between
processors and improve the overall performance of the embedded system. The streaming data transmission
scheme of basic queue is introduced to construct the queue-based streaming data transmission framework by
real-time parsing and caching multi-channel data to accomplish the multi-channel streaming transmission task. As
a result, the overall design of the embedded system and digital media convergence framework model is completed.
The design method is applied to construct the hardware dynamic power consumption model of embedded system
and digital media, and the temperature fluctuates in a very small interval at about 42°C and the voltage is
maintained at about 1.42V in the actual operation of the model. It shows that the proposed embedded system and
digital media integration framework modeling method has high feasibility.

Index Terms embedded system, basic programming model, streaming data transmission framework, multimedia
player hardware, dynamic power consumption model

. Introduction

With the development of the times, the network penetration rate and technology level are increasing, and people's
demand for information is also increasing. The public's access to information has gradually changed from text and
images to video, such as live broadcasting and online classrooms that have emerged in recent years [1], [2]. The
increasing development of communication technology, especially the maturity of multimedia transmission
technology, has made people's access to audio and video information increasingly diversified [3], [4]. Among them,
digital streaming media transmission is a technology that has attracted much attention. Digital streaming media
technology, also called streaming media technology, is to transmit continuous image and audio information to a
streaming media server after compression and packaging, and then the server transmits the packaged information
to the client sequentially or in real time [5].

Streaming media technology, which generally has unique compression, packaging and distribution methods, has
gradually become a pillar technology for video transmission, providing high-quality, low-latency multimedia services
to the public [6]-[8]. Compared with the traditional way of downloading files, streaming media technology reduces
waiting time and saves storage space [9]. At this stage, streaming media systems are generally deployed on
PC-based servers and clients, while in contrast, embedded devices have the advantages of high flexibility and
reliability [10]-[12]. Therefore, based on the current situation of using many users and high traffic rates in streaming
media services, an innovative architecture based on embedded streaming media server is introduced [13], [14].
Relying on this embedded streaming media server architecture, it is possible to realize the transmission of
high-definition (HD) and ultra-high-definition (UHD) videos in the form of low-power and low-distortion, so as to
effectively satisfy the needs of the vast number of users to watch high-definition (HD) and ultra-high-definition
(UHD) videos [15], [16].

In this paper, we first design the overall hardware structure of the embedded multimedia player and describe the
core module structure in it. Secondly, based on the embedded system, it explains the execution process of the
programming model of service execution flow with the definition of multiple modules and the operation flow. The
content of the queue-based streaming data transmission framework and the functional roles of multiple constituent
modules are elaborated again, thus forming a framework model for the integration of embedded systems and
digital media. The proposed model is trained, the loss function and accuracy performance are analyzed, and the
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correlation coefficients of common events in hardware systems are calculated. Finally, the modeling algorithm is
set in the form of comparison to construct the hardware dynamic power consumption model. The hardware

operation status is monitored to analyze the performance of the proposed convergence framework model for
practical applications.

Innovative Architecture Design for Embedded System and Digital Media Convergence

ll. A Framework Model for Convergence of Embedded Systems and Digital Media

ll. A.LEmbedded Multimedia Player

Il. A.1) Hardware structure of embedded multimedia player

The embedded multimedia player proposed in this paper is a real-time embedded system, which consists of three
parts from the bottom up, i.e., the hardware system, the embedded real-time operating system and the application
program.

In the hardware structure frame of the multimedia player, the hardware system uses Sigma Design's digital
multimedia processing chip EM8510 as the CPU, which also serves as the hard decompression function module
for video files. The audio input and output part of the chip is WM7831. SDRAM, according to the system
characteristics, choose two 8Mx32bit SDRAM, one of which is used as the special RAM for the CPU to process the
video, and the other one is used as the RAM for the embedded operating system and the application software to
run, due to the limitation of the hardware resources, the system chooses one piece of 4Mbyte FLASH to store the
embedded operating system and the application software, and the other one is used to store the embedded
operating system and the application software. Due to the limitation of hardware resources, a 4Mbyte FLASH is
used to store the embedded operating system and application software, while other data are stored on
HARDDISK.

Il. A.2) Core module structure

The core module consists of EM8510 processor, FLASH and DRAM. In the design, 2 pieces of Samsung's
8Mx32-bit K4S643232H are used for DRAM, one of which is used as the dedicated DRAM for EM8510's MPEG
operation, and the other is used as the DRAM for the operation of the operating system and the application
software, while the 4Mx16-bit MBM29LV650 is used for the FLASH. FLASH shares the address bus and data bus
with the system DRAM, while the DRAM for MPEG operation uses the dedicated MPEG data bus and address bus.
The core module structure is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Core module structure
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Il. B.Basic Programming Model
The application system is abstracted as a data flow processing system and consists of a number of service
body-execution flows. The execution process of the application system can be represented as a state migration
process of the system, which is maintained by the underlying support environment. The application system is
represented as a hexadecimal group as in equation (ﬁ):

M(S,0,C,6,0,,F) (1)
where s is the service body, O is the execution flow, ¢ is the computational resource, s is the state transfer
function, @, is the set of initial states, and F is the termination state. The specific definitions are as follows:

Define service body g : a functional module that can accomplish a specific computational task is called a service

body. The code developed by the user for the sub-task algorithm is the service body. The set of system with »
service bodies is denoted as equation (@):

S={S,|ieN} (2)

A boxed representation of a service body is shown in Figure @ The underlying support environment of the
framework generates executable programs from the code of the service body, which are dynamically mapped to
gas pedals and loaded for execution during the runtime of a heterogeneous computing system.

)

Figure 2: Service body and execution flow

Define execution flow (: The messages (data structures) passed between service bodies are called execution
flows. The set of execution flows in an application system is equation (@):

0={0/i.jeNrQ/ el nQ/ <M/} ®3)

Q/ represents the execution flow of § — S;, with ;, j taking values in the range of natural numbers [1, N],

and n being the total number of service bodies in the system. The value indicates the number of messages on
the execution flow that §, has produced but S, has not yet consumed. When the leading service body s,

finishes executing and produces a set of outputs, it means that one more message is added to the execution flow,
0/ =1. When the successor service body S, feeds that data in, 0/ =0.

The execution flow is represented by arrows in the figure and by the symbol “x” in the formula. In Fig. 2, the
result of the calculation of the service body 4 is passed to p for further processing, and @ is denoted as

S, xS, - The direction of flow of the execution stream can be determined from the symbol x. The x former term

represents the producer of the execution flow, i.e., the execution flow antecedent. The latter term is the consumer,
i.e., the execution flow successor. Exchanging the two terms of x will change the direction of flow of the execution
flow, and therefore x does not satisfy the exchange law. The completion of the computation of the leading service
body will produce an execution flow which has a dual role:

(1) To accomplish the data communication task. The execution flow only represents the communication transfer
relationship between service bodies and does not enforce the existence of physical circuits between service
bodies.

(2) Driving the successor service body to initiate execution. When the execution of the successor service body is
completed, the resulting execution flow starts the successor of the successor, and so on and so forth to drive the
completion of the entire computing task. Therefore, it is different from the von Neumann architecture
instruction-driven computation, and belongs to the data flow-driven computation. B

Defining Buffer Execution Streams: The level flush execution streams are shown in Figure 3. The execution
streams contain FIFOs, which can consume one or more data. The maximum legal value of @’/ corresponding to

a FIFO is defined to be M/, which is equal to this value to represent buffer full.
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Figure 3: Execution flow in the cascade zone

The subsequently defined resources and transfer functions are maintained by the underlying support
environment of the heterogeneous computing framework. Users cannot change these states during development.
Defined resource (¢ : computing component resources in the heterogeneous computing system. Formalized as

equation (4):

C:{C,.(Rl.)\ieN/\C,.eC

state

A Ri € Cxet} (4)

where the set of resources of the heterogeneous computing system is equation (5):
C,, = {GPU,FPGA,CPU, -} )

The ellipses can be other types of accelerator resources.
Whether there is a service body mapped to a gas pedal resource is expressed as the state of the resource as in
equation (6):
C

state

= {BUSY, IDLE) (6)

Define the transfer function s as in equations (7)-(8):
5(C, = IDLE,A (0] < M/)ATT, 0 #0)—2>C, = BUSY (7)

5(C, = BUSY,C, = IDLE)——>(VQ! € 0,0 —-)(VO/ € 0,0/ ++) (8)

The meaning of the first transfer function equation (V) is: in the state where the computing resources of the
service body S are free, when A(Q,’ < M/') (all the output data of 5 has been entered into the FIFO queue of
J

the execution stream and the queue has free space) and when HkQ,i #0 (all input ports of § are ready), the

service body fires, occupies the computational resources and starts execution.
The meaning of the second transfer function Eq. (8) is that when the execution of the service body S, is

completed, i.e., the occupied computational resources change from the BUSY to the IDLE state, the count of each
input port decreases and the count of the output ports increases (provided that it is in the range of legal values).

Based on the transfer function, it can be deduced that when a service body satisfies the following three
conditions at the same time:

(1) The computing resources of the service body are idle.

(2) Data from all output ports have been transferred to the succeeding execution streams.

(3) The execution streams of all input ports are ready.

At this point the service body starts execution, a process known as the priming mechanism. The state of the
entire system can be represented using the state sets ¢ and Q. The state transition process of the service body

commanded to operate by the priming mechanism is shown in Fig. 4. To make the description easier, the state of
the service body in the figure is represented as equation (@):

S = {READY,EXEC, BLOCK} (9)

Can be derived from ¢ and Q. The service body generates an execution flow after the computation is

completed and at the same time the service body enters a blocking state. Although the computational resources of
the service body are free at this time, it cannot start any new task execution if the subsequent FIFO buffer is full.
This is because if the execution continues, the resulting new execution stream will overwrite the FIFO, resulting in
erroneous results. A service body in the blocking state enters the ready state when the FIFOs of each of its
successor execution streams are free.
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Figure 4: Description of Service Body state transition

A service body in the ready state is input to the execution stream when an execution stream exists in its
antecedent to start the next round of computation. g is the termination state, VO |0/ =0. Set @, to be the set

of execution streams in the initial state when the system is loaded. From the general state of embedded systems,
the system computation is triggered to execute by data generated by external sensors and continues to be
processed without interruption. Both the initial state ¢, and the termination state f are defined by execution

streams, and the two may overlap in a longer time dimension. That is, the termination of one phase may in turn be
the initial of the next phase.

Il. C.Streaming Data Transfer Framework

In the hardware high-performance streaming data transmission architecture of this paper, the hardware is required
to transmit data to the buffer opened by the driver, but the driver has a limited number of consecutive buffers for
receiving data, so the software running on the processor system is required to establish a dynamic mapping
relationship between the buffer and multiple types of data according to the real-time processing requirements, and
the hardware selects the corresponding channel from the multi-channel streaming data in real time according to
the software commands to transmit the corresponding channel to the specified buffer. The hardware selects the
corresponding channel data from the multi-channel stream data according to the software command and transfers
it to the specified buffer. Meanwhile, in order to reduce the burden of the transmission interface and the impact of
hardware transmission delay, the data should be pre-selected inside the FPGA and transmitted after the buffer data
reaches the command size requirement. Based on the above analysis, this chapter proposes a queue-based
streaming data transmission scheme, constructs a hardware and software command interaction mechanism based
on queue management, and accomplishes the task of multi-channel streaming data transmission through real-time
parsing and caching of multi-channel data. Figure H shows the streaming data transmission framework, in order to
visualize the connection between the processor system PS and the streaming data transmission, the transparent
transmission module is removed to virtually connect the processor system and the FPGA together, and the
functions of each module will be elaborated in turn below.

In this paper, the command interaction between hardware and software is realized by using submit queue SQ,
completion queue CQ, doorbell register and command queue management module. The command queue
management module manages doorbell information and queue commands to realize the information transfer with
PS. The following two points exist in the command queue management module: the software can release a
maximum of one-time commands of the queue depth minus one in the submission queue, and the hardware takes
out the commands in batch according to the actual processing tempo, so as to ensure the continuity of the
commands. Due to the different bandwidth of each channel stream data, real-time parsing and caching module for
each command processing speed is not equal, in order to enable the software can quickly respond to read out the
buffer data for the next round of commands to make preparations for the command, allowing the completion of
each command in disordered order to return to the completion queue.

The command table management module obtains commands from the command queue management module
and issues commands to the real-time parsing and caching module. To ensure that the real-time parsing and
caching module caches streaming data for multiple software buffers at the same time, a command table structure
is created to control the maximum number of simultaneous caching channels, which is equal to the number of
software buffers. The valid stream data channel numbers in the command table represent the channels that need

1040



fa

Innovative Architecture Design for Embedded System and Digital Media Convergence

to be cached at the same time, and the command management module manages the command table according to
the pending commands and the idle status of the command table.

—— o — — — — — — — — — — — — ———— - —— — — — — — —
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Figure 5: Stream data transmission framework

The real-time parsing and caching module undertakes the task of real-time selection of multi-channel streaming
data and controls the data writing to the DDR. Since the data source for data transmission is multi-channel
variable-length streaming data, in order to make full use of the PS's task scheduling capability and the FPGA's
real-time data processing capability, a double data rate synchronous dynamic random memory DDR is used for
large-capacity caching on the FPGA side. In this paper, DDR4SDRAM is used, which has a faster speed compared
to the previous three generations and provides DDR controller IP core, encapsulates the device interface logic, and
provides only native or AXI interface to the user for reading and writing data directly.The internal space of the
FPGADDR is divided equally according to the streaming data channels, and the mapping relationship between the
streaming data channel number, the DDR, and PS buffers is shown in Fig. 6. See Figure 6|, the division of the DDR
internal buffer corresponds to the stream data channel number, and there is no definite mapping relationship
between the DDR buffer and the PS buffer. The real-time parsing and caching module writes the data of the
matching channel into the corresponding buffer according to the valid commands in the command table, and
discards the unmatched data until the caching is completed and then notifies the CDMA module to transfer the
corresponding channel data in the DDR buffer to the PS buffer.
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Figure 6: Stream data channel mapping relationship

lll. Analysis of the application of the Convergence Framework Model

lll. A. Training performance of the model

After the training task is created, jump to the task running page. The loss function and accuracy curves are
displayed in Fig. [7. It can be seen that the model accuracy gradually stabilizes at about 70.00% as the number of
iterations increases, and the loss value tends to stabilize at 3.25 at about 100 iterations, which combines strong
convergence performance with superior overall runtime performance.
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Figure 7: Loss function and accuracy rate

lll. B. Construction of dynamic power consumption model for hardware

Based on the overall performance of the convergence framework model and the characteristics of embedded
systems and digital media, this paper selects eight operational performance events to construct a dynamic power
consumption model for the converged hardware of embedded systems and digital media.

lll. B.1) Screening of operational performance events

In this subsection, Pearson correlation coefficient is used to calculate the correlation between a total of 11 runtime
performance events and power consumption, and the 8 events with the highest correlation are selected. The
performance events are (1) block split, (12) :block, (I13) plug, (14) emulation-faults, (I5) page-faults, (16) context
_switches, (17) 12 cache_refill, (18) L2_cache -, (19)LI_cache_refill, (I110)L1_ccche-, (111)cyccles, (I112)branch pred -,
and (I13)instructions.The results of the correlation coefficients of the performance events are shown in Fig. @ in

which (11)block split, (13)plug, (I7) 12 cache_refill total three events have correlation coefficients lower than 0.500,
so they are eliminated.

0.977
ol 0957 5933 0.967 o> 0.935 0967

0.391

: 0.0754
0.1 Correlation

0.0 L— L |
11 2 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 110 111
Incident

Figure 8: Performance event correlation coefficient

lll. B.2) Modeling Dynamic Power Consumption

In this paper, four different approaches, (M1) Decision Tree, (M2) SVM, (M3) Linear Regression, and (M4) Neural
Network, are used to fit the dynamic power consumption model, and the results of the average mean square error
of the power consumption model are shown in Fig. @ Analyzing the time consumed by these four methods for
modeling as well as the average error, it can be seen that the average error and the average computation time

basically do not change with the number of executions, and the results are relatively stable for methods other than
(M4) neural network.
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Figure 9: The average mean square error result of the power consumption model

The results of the average computation time for solving the dynamic power consumption model are shown in
Figure [10.
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Figure 10: The average computing time for solving the power consumption model

Combining the mean error and mean running time, modeling with the (M1) decision tree was the most effective,
with a mean error of less than 5 and a mean running time of only 30.51 s. The (M4) fully-connected neural network
was the least effective, with the (M4) fully-connected neural network having the largest mean error (>19.00) as well
as the highest mean running time (>700 s). This may be due to the fact that neural networks can be affected by
random assignments of model parameters at the initial time, in addition to the fact that performance events are

triggered orders of magnitude differently from each other.

lll. C. Real-world operational performance of dynamic power consumption modeling

lll. C. 1) DMA efficiency test
Hardware DMA commands also have a delay between the total length of each DMA can be improved to enhance

the efficiency of the different lengths of the DMA command test measured in Table m it can be seen that, in a single
DMA data length increases, the CPU side of the waiting time for the command interaction accounted for a smaller
proportion of the overall efficiency of the corresponding increase in if a single transmission of the length of the data
is too short, then it will spend more time waiting for the command, the transmission efficiency will decline. If the
single transmission data length is too short, it will spend more time waiting for commands, and the transmission
efficiency will decrease. Therefore, when the control frame is short, the data of multiple frames will be grouped into
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packets and then sent to the PCIE link in order to ensure the DMA efficiency. When the length of the transmitted
data is 10000KB, the waiting time is 3731 milliseconds and the transmission efficiency reaches 77%.

Table 1: DMA efficiency under different lengths

Data length (KB) Time consumption for ten thousand transmissions (milliseconds) Transfer efficiency (%)
100 448 73
200 807 75
500 1540 76
1000 3724 77
2000 7390 77
10000 3731 77

lll. C.2) Hardware operating status

The results of hardware status monitoring from 11:23:00 to 11:24:00 are shown in Fig. m Overall, the hardware
status is relatively normal and stable, with the temperature fluctuating in a very small range around 42°C, and the
voltage remaining at around 1.42V. In addition, we can also see some err signals of the system with or without error
reporting, as well as the number of bursts of the state machine's para_num signal and comp_num signal on behalf
of the number of detections have been received and sent, has been incremental means that the system is working
normally.
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Figure 11: Hardware status monitoring results

IV. Conclusion

In this paper, within the framework of the designed embedded multimedia player hardware, the programming
model of service execution flow is used to adapt and optimize the hardware processor's multiple data transmission
acceleration needs and the efficient collaboration between the processing, and the streaming data transmission
framework is established to realize the real-time parsing and caching of multi-channel streaming data, and the
convergence framework model of embedded system and digital media is constructed in an innovative way.

The designed convergence framework model has strong convergence, and the accuracy is stable at about
70.00%, and the loss value is stable at 3.25. For the embedded multimedia player hardware designed by this
convergence framework model, the decision tree algorithm is chosen as the modeling method to construct the
dynamic power consumption model. Among them, when the length of transmitted data is 10000KB, the
transmission efficiency reaches 77%. And the overall hardware operation state is relatively stable, in the monitoring

within 2 minutes, the temperature fluctuates in a very small interval around 42°C, and the voltage is maintained at
about 1.42V.
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